
Community work and participation methodology
Three applied research cases of practiced public participation in Community Work

The Latvian local project carried out within the frame-work of the international “In-
terContexts” project with partners from France, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Por-
tugal http://intercontexts.wordpress.com/ seeks to understand the general percep-
tion of practiced public participation in community work and compares three differ-
ent target municipalities as well as three different social target groups.

Many residential spaces in the Baltic States are dense populated as well as physi-
cally compact areas dating back to the times and specific moves of urban develop-
ment in the Soviet era, e.g. Riga’s population is by more than 50% residing in these 
areas. So far community work, consequently community development and public 
participation within urban development or specific planning projects is relatively low 
developed.

The local project in Latvia has therefore decided to run three different workshop 
based investigative and applied scientific oriented projects in districts of Šnipiškės, 
Vilnius (LT), Ziepniekkalns, Riga (LV) and Annelinn, Tartu (EST). All three districts 
have a similar spatial composition, but essentially differing in scale, urban location 
and physical shape.

Due to the fact, that authorities and initiatives in the Baltic States have no sufficient 
knowledge yet, how, when and where to involve and to communicate with the resi-
dents of these specific urban areas, the project aims to run workshops and individ-
ual interviews with pupils in 10. or 11. school-grade, with elderly inhabitants (65+) 
and most of all with persons in a classic employment age and situation in the time-
frame from January to March 2013.
The workshops are interested to gather information on how do inhabitants see 
themselves best and most effective addressed.

The research will be designed and carried out by Integracijas Centrs in Latvia in 
collaboration with colleagues from the University of Latvia, Riga, the European Hu-
manities University, Vlinius and the University of Tartu.
The results of the research are cornerstones for further participative actions and in-
volvements of residents, specifically in the described areas, planned by Integracijas 
Centrs.
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